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Reconciling in Christ
The Reconciling in Christ (RIC) Program is for congregations, synods, colleges, seminaries, and other
Lutheran organizations. Lutheran communities that publicly welcome lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender
(LGBT) people by having a statement affirming this welcome by specifically saying either, "LGBT" or "people
of all sexual orientations and gender identities" in their statement, are accepted onto the Reconciling in Christ
list which now over 930 settings.
Most groups start the process of consideration by engaging in a study program or series of educational
meetings. Hearing the experiences of LGBT people and their families often creates greater understanding and
insights. You can find out more here: www.reconcilingworks.org/ric/ or you may email the chapter at
rwksnw@gmail.com.
We welcome, include, and celebrate people of all gender identities and expressions, sexual
orientation, race, ability, income, housing status, health status, immigration status, language,
religion, age, and family status.

2

GATHERING
CELEBRATION OF WELCOME

Bishop Laurie Larson Caesar

CONFESSION
Pastor Susan Kintner
In the name of the Holy Parent,
And of the + Child,
And of the Holy Spirit, whom we invite into this space. Amen.
As a church, we believe all are welcome.
Let us name the ways we have fallen short in justice-making for our LGBTQIA+ siblings, Black, Indigenous,
People of Color, women-identified people, immigrants, elderly, and those who do not have access to basic
human needs.
And accept the challenges that stand before us.
To those who have been excluded by the church because of who they are and who they love
We ask forgiveness and welcome you
To those who have systems created against them due to the color of their skin
We ask forgiveness and welcome you
To those who do not have equal access to thrive due to government systems
We ask forgiveness and welcome you
To those who do not see their identities represented in this church
We ask forgiveness and welcome you
To those who we, the church, have called "those people"
We ask forgiveness and welcome you
The Church is a place where we boldly proclaim and model welcome to each and every child of God. We
confess that we have not always made that statement true, and as a result, have pushed away God's Beloveds
from our spaces. So we share today, proudly: that people of all sexual orientations, gender identities, and
gender expressions matter; that Black, indigenous, and People of Color (BIPOC) matter; and that we as a
church stand firmly against racism, homophobia, and transphobia. We seek forgiveness and commit to actions
that will bring justice, equity, and healing to those harmed. We do all these things through God's guidance and
grace.
Amen.
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OPENING HYMN

I Lift My Voice
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Performed by Marilyn Keller

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor Matta Ghaly
God of Boundless love, you require each of us to love justice. May we follow Christ's example to see, name,
and care for all whom we encounter. May your love and grace fill our words and actions, turning us away
from the sins of homophobia, transphobia, and racism, to live for you and serve our neighbor. Soften our
hearts and expand our awareness today to share in the spirit of the Kin-dom of God, making the church a
place where community is built to experience your grace. In your name, we pray,
Amen.

WORD
FIRST READING
Amos 5:21-24
Kate Bernklau-Halvor
22
I despise and reject your feasts! I am not appeased by your solemn assemblies! When you offer me burnt
offerings, I reject your oblations, and refuse to look at your sacrifices of fattened cattle! 23 Spare me the racket
of your chanting! Relieve me of the strumming of your harps! 24 Instead, let justice flow like a river, and
righteousness flow like an unfailing stream.
SECOND READING
Hebrews 12:1-3
Marit Finkle
Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside everything that
impedes us and the sin that so easily entangles us. Let us run with perseverance the race laid out for us. 2 Let
us not lose sight of Jesus, who leads us in our faith and brings it to perfection. For the sake of the joy to come,
Jesus endured the cross, heedless of its shame, and now sits at the right of God’s throne. 3 Think of Jesus—
who endured such opposition from sinners— so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.
GOSPEL READING
Luke 18:1-8
Bonnie Beadles-Bohling
18 1 Jesus told the disciples a parable on the necessity of praying always and not losing heart: 2 “Once there
was a judge in a certain city who feared no one— not even God. 3 A woman in that city who had been
widowed kept coming to the judge and saying, ‘Give me legal protection from my opponent.’ 4 For a time the
judge refused, but finally the judge thought, ‘I care little for God or people, 5 but this woman won’t leave me
alone. I’d better give her the protection she seeks, or she’ll keep coming and wear me out!’” 6 Jesus said,
“Listen to what this corrupt judge is saying. 7 Won’t God then do justice to the chosen who call out day and
night? Will God delay long over them? 8 I tell you, God will give them swift justice. “But when the Promised
One comes, will faith be found anywhere on earth?”
SERMON

Pastor Kelsey Brown
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HYMN OF THE DAY

Virtual Choir
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
All: We believe in God, who is like a parent, near to us and strong to help us.
We believe in Jesus Christ, in whom we see God: He is for us the way of truth and life.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, whose life is in us, giving us new life and healing strength for our spirits.
We believe our faith is a confident trust in the truth and goodness of God.
We believe our hope is a power, to fill the present and the future with deepest meaning.
We believe our love is the means by which this faith will be made real in our lives.
Glory be to God, Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer. As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be
forever. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Pastor Robyn Hartwig, Pastor Lenny Duncan, Carl Dahlquist
Trusting in the One who made us, dwells in us, and calls us to life, we pray for the world, the church, and all
in need...
Creator and endless weaver of our lives, we rejoice in your creation and its endless diversity. Your creativity
and imagination create a sense of awe-filled wonder. As your care for creation is shown in its complexity and
the changing of the seasons, teach us to see and celebrate the stunning beauty in all you have made. Embolden
us to work for climate and creation justice to preserve our tactile connection to you through creation.
God of grace, hear our prayer.
Help us to see and love people we don't know yet, so we might continue to greet you in faith and be joyfully
changed by who you are: wild and wonderfully endless in your diversity. Whisper sweet Spirited inspirations
in our ears. Bless this community of faith with challenges to grow us, care to wrap us up when we are
wounded, and an abiding fire for the justice you are bringing.
God of grace, hear our prayer.
Healer and Comforter, as each day brings new wonderings about the health of our family, friends, community,
and nation, we remember that you can hold all we bring to you through prayer with sacred love. With hearts
of joy and lament, we bring you the names and places of your people in need, speaking them aloud or in the
silence of our hearts, now...
God of grace, hear our prayer.
God of the unknown, all that you are and all that you have been is without boundaries. Open our hearts and
minds to the new possibilities that surround us each day. Help us to remember that through your love we are
made new with each sunrise and filled with your Spirit in every breath. May this moment of worship be a
touchstone of remembrance that we have something new to see and learn. Give us space to listen and see what
you are showing us.
God of grace, hear our prayer.
God who was made flesh, we ask for your forgiveness as we fall short to see you embodied in those around
us. Give us eyes to see you in the lives of those targeted by police violence; those kicked out of their home
because of who they are and who they love; those whose families have been destroyed by forced separations
at our country's borders; and for those we have yet to see due to our fears. God, you know what it is like to be
cast out. May your Spirit fill us with the courage, conviction, and dedication to work for justice knowing
when we do, we are in fact caring for you.
God of grace, hear our prayer.
Into your hands, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your unlimited capacity for love and mercy,
through your grace.
Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER
New Zealand Prayer Book
Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver,
Source of all that is and that shall be,
Creator of us all,
Loving God, in whom is heaven:
The hallowing of your name echo through the universe!
The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the world!
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings!
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and come on earth.
With the bread we need for today, feed us.
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us.
In times of temptation and test, strengthen us.
From trials too great to endure, spare us.
From the grip of all that is evil, free us.
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever. Amen.
PEACE

Pastor Leo Bancroft

MISSION MOMENT

Karin Hatch

OFFERING PRAYER
Rachel Miller
Blessed are you, O God, who have known us and loved us and made us to be wonderfully diverse. Give us
eyes to see this diversity as gift and opportunity to broaden our understanding of your love. Through your
goodness you have also blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us and what
we have gathered today to share your love with the world.
Amen.

SENDING
BLESSING

Pastor Remy Remmers

Siblings in Christ, let us go out into the world in peace;
love boldly;
proclaim loudly;
welcome, include, and celebrate our Black, Brown, Indigenous, People of Color and LGBTQIA+ siblings; and
enter back into this space knowing that welcome is a priority in this church.
Stand strong against injustices of this world;
and let this faith community be a place of care and renewal for as people of God
we are called to action.
Beloved, go in peace.
Work for justice,
encounter God in all you see, and know you are LOVED!
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SENDING HYMN

This Little Light of Mine

This little light of mine, I'm going to let it shine
Oh, this little light of mine, I'm going to let it shine
This little light of mine, I'm going to let it shine
Let it shine, all the time, let it shine
Hid it under a bushel? No! I'm going to let it shine
Hid it under a bushel? No! I'm going to let it shine
Hid it under a bushel? No! I'm going to let it shine
Let it shine, all the time, let it shine
Don’t let Satan blow it out, I'm going to let it shine
Don’t let Satan blow it out, I'm going to let it shine
Don’t let Satan blow it out, I'm going to let it shine
Let it shine, all the time, let it shine
DISMISSAL

RWNW Board

POSTLUDE

Jonathan Swanson

Priests, for Equality, and for Equality, Priests. The Inclusive Bible : The First Egalitarian Translation, edited by for
Equality, Priests, Sheed & Ward, 2009. ProQuest Ebook
Central, http://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/dtl/detail.action?docID=662290.
Created from dtl on 2021-01-04 20:01:34.
Video edited by Carl Dahlquist.

The RIC Congregations in the Oregon and Southwestern Washington Synods – the bold names are new since
our last service!
Agnus Dei, Gig Harbor; Atonement, Newport; Augustana, Portland; Beautiful Savior, Vancouver
Bethel, Portland; Bethlehem, Portland; Calvary, Federal Way; Central, Portland; Central, Eugene
Creator, Clackamas; Emmaus, Eugene; Faith, Junction City; Faith, North Bend; Family of God, Bremerton
First Immanuel, Portland; The Flame, Portland; Gloria Dei, Coos Bay; Grace, Corvallis
Holy Trinity, Port Angeles; Immanuel, Vancouver; Jubilee Collective, Vancouver
King of Kings, Milwaukie; Klamath Lutheran, Klamath Falls; Lutheran Campus Council of Corvallis
Lutheran Church of Christ the King, Tacoma; Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd, Olympia
McMinnville Cooperative Ministries; Milwaukie Lutheran Church, Milwaukie; Mount Carmel, Portland
Our Third Space, Gresham; Peace, Puyallup; Pilgrim, Portland; Portsmouth Trinity, Portland
Prince of Life Lutheran Church, Oregon City; Resurrection, Portland; Resurrection, Tacoma
Salt and Light, Portland; Shepherd of the Hills, Stevenson; Spirit of Grace, Beaverton; St. Andrew, Beaverton
St. James, Portland; St. Mark’s, Portland; St. Mark, Salem; St. Paul, Portland; St. Stephen, Gladstone
Storyline Community, Milwaukie; Trinity, McMinnville; United, Eugene; University Congregation, Tacoma
West Linn Lutheran, West Linn; Wilderness Way Community, Portland
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ReconcilingWorks Northwest Chapter Board
Karin Hatch, President
Jeanne-Marie Ritter, Vice President
Carl Dahlquist, Treasurer
Rachel Miller, Secretary
Jon Erickson, Congregation Liaison
Rev. Leo Bancroft, Member at Large
Marit Finkle, Member at Large
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